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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE Sawt at-Turkistan.

SOVIET MOSLEM POLITICAL REFUGEES ATTACK COMMUNISTS,
PRESENT CASES FOR TURKESTAN, CRIMEA ;. CHECHENS

Eomment: The bimonthly Arabic-language periodical, Sawt at-
Turkictan (The Voice of Turkestan), first appeared in Cairo in
February 1953. It is puhlished by Ibrahim Wasil (Nasili) ang s5a'd
ad-Din al-Walili, both ot whom are Moclems from Turkestan. Articles
in the Februery and April 1953 issues, received in FDD, vere written
mostly by Purkestani Moslem refugees in the Middle East, Excerpts
Zrom four such articles, denouncing Cormunist treatment of Turkestan,
Crimea, a7d the Chechen people ; are given below _7

"THE CASE FOR TURKESTAN"

[farts I and II appeared in the February and April issues and
were written by Ibrahim Wasil, publisher and general manager or Saut

at-Turkistan./

As the people of Turkestan were awakening and looking to the future with
great hopes and anticipation, "the Russians set their filthy feet on the pure
and beloved soil of Turkestan, sinking their claws into the necks of its ear-
nest and peace-loving people." They butchered, interféred with every human
activity, put & stop to commercial, economic, and agricultural iife in a very
brutal manner. They even captured and shipped away the females of all live-
stock 1o stop livestock reproduction, They put an end to spiritusl and reli-

glous life in order to open the way for their new and evil doctrine -- Commu-
nism. '

This vast country, Turkestan, enjoyed complete independence and freedom
throughout ius history. Its political unity remained unchanged until the lat-
ter prrt of the 19th Century, when a part of it fell to Tsarist Russia and the
other part to China.
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Western Turkestan, which fell to Russia, has an area of L,106,000 square
kilometers and a populatior of 27 willion. It is now divided into six soviet. re-
publics: (1) Uzvek SSR; (2) Turkmen SSR; (3) Tadzhik SSR; (&) Kazekh SSR; (5)
Kirgiz 6SR; and (6) Kara-Kalpakskays ASSR /Within the Uzbek SSR/.

That part usurped by China is known as Eastern Turkestan of Sinkiang. It
has ap area ¢f 1,760,000 square kilometers and a population of 8 million. It
is now under a Sino-Soviet Communist condominium. Rich and strategic Sinkiang
containe 24 oil wells and the following number of mines: 25-golf, .6-silver, -
‘46-1ron ore, 27uranium, 32-lead, 70-coal, 13-sulfur, 2-aluminum, 2-mercury,
.and .63-sodium, . .

B

No people in the world have as many of the prerequisites for national unity
as do the people of Turkestan. They belong to the same ethnic group, speak the
same language (Turki), profess the same religion (Islam), adhere to the same sect
(Hanafi), have the same aspiratioms for freedom and imdependence , and recognize
one common enemy -- Communism.

When the Russian Communists occupied Turkestan in 1918, they discovered that
the Moslem rcligion was the deadly foe of Communism, end decided to eradicate Is-
lam from the hearts of the people of Turkestan ty killing Moslem scholars and
closing Moslem schools and mosques in order to create a nev generation which re-
Jects God and believes only in destructive Communism.

Methods employed to exterminate the people of Turkestan included ‘arvation,
executions, imp.-isomnment, and slave labor. Since 1920, the farmers of Turkestan
have been forbidden to raise anything but cotton so as t¢ make the USSR self-
sufficient in this comrodity. This farming policy resulted in a decrease in food
supplies, and caused a frighteniug famine which swept Turkestan in 1939. The
death toll ot that famine was 6 million of Turkestan's Moslems. From 193z to
1934 , the Communists arrested 300,000 merchants and landowners on the pretext
of being capitalists, and sent them to Siberian concentration camps where death
awaited them.

Since its usurpation by Caina in 1885, lastern Turkestan has revolted 1€
times and triumphed over the Chinese eight times. After each revolt China con-
ducted a reign of terror intended to wipe out the Moslems of Eastern Turkestan.
Chirese govermment records at Peiping show that 1,100,000 Moslems were massacred,
and about 22,000 scattered about the interior of Chinc.

In addition, China forbade the Moslems of Eastern Turkesten to build mod-
ern schools, and to publish newspapers and megazines. Tt imposed heavy taxes on
the population, and ruled the country under wartial law. Sun Yat-sen's plan to
azeimilate the Moslems of Eastern Turkestan into the Chinese population failed
and caused the 1931 revolt which succeeded in establishing a Moslem republic under
Hagi Khawjah Niaz,

Closely observing events in Eastern Turkestan and acting behind the scenee,
the USSR offered its ass!stance to General Shen Shih-tsal, the Chinese commander,
to put down the 1931 revc.t for fear *hat it might spread to Western Turkestan.
Thus, after a savage battle, the revolt was crushed in 193%4, and Eestern Turke -
stan fell completely under the influence of the USSR. .

The first step taken by the Communists, in 1934, was a violent campaign of

imprisonment, oppression, and wholesale killings unparalleled in hist or its
‘horror and savagerv. The crimes committed were beyond description.
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"THE CASE FOR CRIMEA"

Eert I appeared in the February issue, and was written by Yusuf
" Uralkiri, Part IT did not appear in"the April .lssueJ

North African, and other Moslel
r supporters and spokesmen,
of these questions »

While the Palestinian )
national magnitude have thei
for the eventual settlement the same cannot be said of
Moslem questions in the USSR, where there 1s tight control on information to the
outside world and where every item of news is carefully sifted and scrutinized
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs USSR, ’

m questions of inter-
and while there is hope

Tue iatellectuals of the Islamic East are
accusatior leveled by East and
shoula understand, nevertheless
the Moslem world, which 1s a bl
their own selfish designs,

puzzled by the Propaganda and
West against each othar, These intellectuals
; that both camps are in a straggle to split
oc belonging to neither Eagt nor West, for

While there are countries

dominat2d by Western imperialism_; there also are
countries suffering jJust as bad

ly under the yoke of Communist domination.

imea was liberated ror the last time in 1941 [Euring the Nazi 1nvasio_7.
it had previously been liberated in 1917 » unde: the leadership cf Ja'far Bin-
Ahmad. At that time, & constitucion was drawn up and a President, Nu'man Chalbi

Jahan @pproximat.{on from Arab1£7 » Grand Mufti of Crimea, was elected. This
happened after Crimean participation in the October Revolution of 1517 to get

rid of the long-letested rule of Tsarist Russia, and 1ts atrocities and crimes
against the Moslems of Crimea who aad struggled constantly against the tyrants
of Moscow.

When Crimea declared its independence in 1917, Lenin and Stalin issued a
signed proclamation asking the Moslems for material and moral support, denouncing
Tsarist tyranny which had prevailed in Crimea, and supporting Moslem demends Por
abrolute freedom and independence. :

No sooner had Lenin and his henchmen seized power and consolidated their
rosition than a Communist army invaded Crirea snd, after a bitter bautle, sub-
Jugated the country. They seized the President and killed him on
23 February 1918, by shooting hinm in the back, gouging his eyes, cutting off
his ears and nose, und throwing his body ity the sea after itying it to a big
rock to prevent it from floating to the surface. They made sure that his body
would not be recovered and buried on Crimean suil where his grave might become
a shrine and a rallying point for vengeance-seeking future gererations.

Crimean guerrilla activities were revived when the Germans edvanced toward
Crimea ia 1918, and the Russians were driven out of every town and village. On

25 June 1918, the Crimean republic was proclaimed once more under the presidency
of Sulayman ®asha Solikovitch [Epproximation from Arabic/, commander of the Mos-
lem army on the Rumanian front.

"“THE CASE FOR THE CEeCHEN NATION"

Eppeared in the February issue over the signature of a Chechen
struggler/

In Central Caucasia there is a Moslem people, the Chechens » whose number
does not exceed one million. They are of Aryan stock, and have their own lan-
guage, customs, and traditions. Despite their small number, these ancient Cau-
casian peoplé have lived there for thousands of years. They have never moved
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about; thus history does not mention them very much, These people, however, are
tough, proud, warlike, and very adventurous, Their pbysical characteristics are
closest to those of the Germanic peoples.

: »T‘}'xeir teifritory lies roughly between the Black and Caspian seas. It is bor-
.dered on the north by the mainland of the USSR, and on the south by the Georgian

' BER, Dagestan, and the tesritory of the Circardian tribes.

w7l Thegse people detest outside interference in their internal affairs, and re-
-.-.fuse to’acknovledge the superiority of aa -nemy. The individual Chechen has a
_life-long desire to liberate his country frum the usurper. From the early 15th
. Ceptury the Chechens fought cérstantly against the Russians until the fall of
the Tsarist regime. : :

. When faced with Communist tyranny, they revolted once more. This happened

< | vhen the Germans closed in on the Cavcasus in World War IT. At that time the

- Chechens were surrounded by the Communists » but stubbornly rejected orders to

! surrender. They killed thousands of Communists. Besides the young people killed

in battle, old people, women, and children were forced to flee into the deserts
of Turkestan, Those who chose to remain behind and carry on the fight against
the Communisis were exiled to Siberia.
The Chechens today despise the foreigners who move about like thieves , and
: abhor the language, customs, and *raditicas which are totally unfamiliar to the
! Chechen pecple.
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